
 

  

       
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Manitou Group and Kiloutou  
sign an exclusive partnership agreement  

on their first retrofit project 
 

 
               From the left to the right: Michel Denis, President & CEO Manitou Group and François Renault,  

                Group Fleet and Sustainability Director of Kiloutou Group 

                Photo credit: Hugo Zangl 

 

 
 
Ancenis, February 2nd, 2023 ‒ Manitou Group, a world reference in the handling, aerial work platform and 
earth-moving sectors, announces that it has signed an exclusive 12-month partnership agreement with 
Kiloutou, a major player in Europe’s equipment rental sector, to offer electrification kits for Manitou’s used 
internal-combustion-engine telehandler. Retrofitting these machines will extend their useful life while 
reducing their environmental impact, in particular their carbon emissions, in accordance with the 
commitments that both groups have made in their respective CSR roadmaps. 

 
 

Manitou Group and Kiloutou Group, which are both aware of the advantages of constantly optimizing the 
durability of their machinery and equipment, are teaming up to start the first heavy-equipment retrofit 
project involving a manufacturer and a rental company. This project, which will roll out over the next two 
years, is aimed at testing the technical and economic feasibility of electrifying telehandlers initially 
designed and marketed with internal combustion engines. The first phase of the test is being carried out 
on a high lifting height telehandler demonstrator in Kiloutou’s rental fleet. During 2023, this internal-
combustion telehandler will be dismantled and reassembled with an electrification kit at Manitou Group’s 
production plant in Ancenis, then tested in real-life conditions at Kiloutou’s test center near Lille. After the 
machine clears the test, Manitou Group will be in a position to offer electrification kits for machines 



 

  

refurbished using new or pre-owned parts, exclusively to Kiloutou Group. This distribution will be carried 
out for a period of 12 months from the beginning of 2024, on several machines in Kiloutou's fleet. These 
kits comprise several components including a lithium-ion battery, and open the door to switching from 
internal combustion engines to extremely low-carbon full-electric motors. 

Michel Denis, President & CEO of Manitou Group, spoke about the advantages of this team project: “We 
are currently rolling out our choice of low-emissions machines in our Oxygen range. We were also looking 
for an alternative to our internal-combustion machines that are already in operation, to take the next step 
in this direction. Kiloutou is particularly open to this kind of solutions, so we will be working together to 
create retrofit kits. The goal is to extend our products’ useful life and at the same time shrink our carbon 
footprint.” 

Most of the retrofitting work in this partnership will involve machines that Kiloutou has had in its rental 
fleet for about five years. This option addresses the need to speed up the transition to lower-carbon 
machinery. By extending the useful life of equipment that is otherwise fully operational, retrofits combine 
sustainability and circularity. Once they have been retrofitted with electrification kits, the revamped 
machines will be included in the Impakt range of environmentally-friendly alternatives, and be available 
in Kiloutou branches in France. 
 
François Renault, Group Fleet and Sustainability Director of Kiloutou Group, adds, “At Kiloutou, we firmly 
believe that decarbonizing the construction and civil engineering sector will take a team effort. This project 
with Manitou Group is that principle in practice and shows that we are committed to the same goals. The 
possibility of giving machines in our fleet a second life, and lowering their emissions, is a key lever in our 
drive to reduce our indirect emissions. We are working particularly hard these days to fast-track this 
circular-economy solution.  
 

 

About Kiloutou: 

Kiloutou, Europe’s third-largest generalist equipment rental company in Europe and a major player in the sector in France, has for over 
40 years combined economic performance with environmental and human values to promote the most innovative solutions for an 
increasingly diversified customer base: construction and civil engineering companies, independent tradesmen, SMEs, local authorities, 
and industry. For its development, the Kiloutou Group relies on the expertise of more than 7,000 team members serving over 400,000 
customers in seven countries across Europe, in France, Poland, Italy, Spain, Germany, Denmark (GSV) and following the acquisition of 
Grupo Vendap, Portugal. The Kiloutou Group network consists of 600 branches and fields the largest equipment range in the market, 
with over 1,000 product references and more than 350,000 pieces of equipment (excluding accessories) in four main product 
categories: earth-moving, access, utility vehicles and tools and light equipment. 
 www.kiloutou.fr - www.kiloutou-group.com. 

 
 
 

          
Download the visuals from the corporate website media library 

Press contacts: Franck Lethorey  I  f.lethorey@manitou-group.com   I   +33 (0)7 86 70 85 62 

Mélany Mandikian  I kiloutou@havas.com  I  +33 (0)7 88 08 73 06 

 
As a world reference in the handling, aerial work platform and earth moving sectors, Manitou Group’s mission is to improve working conditions, safety and performance 
around the world, while protecting people and their environment. Through its flagship brands – Manitou and Gehl – the group designs, produces, distributes and services 
equipment for construction, agriculture and industry. By placing innovation at the heart of its development, Manitou Group constantly seeks to bring value to all its 
stakeholders. Through the expertise of its network of 900 dealers, the group works more closely with its customers every day. Staying true to its roots, with its headquarters 
located in France, Manitou Group turned over €2.4 billion in 2022. It unites 5,000 talents worldwide with passion as their common driver. 
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